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Raul Velazquez

From: Cheryl Anaya [canaya@dishmail.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 04, 2009 11:33 AM
To: CA High Speed Train
Subject: Re: "LA-SD HST

Cheryl Anaya  237 Alder Way  Lytle Creek Ca,. 92358  (909)202-1193 

On Tue, Nov 3, 2009 at 3:47 PM, CA High Speed Train <cahighspeedtrain@arellanoassociates.com> wrote: 

Cheryl,  

Can you provide your contact information for the record.  I will forward the e-mail to the CHSRA directly once 
I receive that information.   

Thanks’ 

Raul 

  

From: Cheryl Anaya [mailto:canaya@dishmail.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2009 3:42 PM 
To: cahighspeedtrain@arellanoassociates.com 
Subject: "LA-SD HST 

  

This high-speed rail is a much needed piece of infrastructure and is greatly needed. Route 2  is a must. If it's 
going to happen  you must do it right or you will be furthering the blight in our San Bernardino area. We need 
that economic boost also. The tracts must continue east into the City of San Bernardino otherwise your 
suffocating us by cutting us off and  "We The People" of this area object !!! This shouldn't be  a who has the 
power and money issue but what is good for the people  issue. Please add the alternative TWG alighnment. 
Thank-You !!!  
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1   ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2009

2

3

4

5 Speaker #1:  James Hammer, City of San Bernardino.

6 Email: jhammer@calhrop.com

7

8      MR. HAMMER:  I'm a total supporter of high-speed

9 rail.  I think it's vital to the economy, to the State

10 of California, and also to the nation.  It's the key

11 source as far as adding to goods movement and people

12 movement.

13           I think it's going to be a great asset to any

14 community that it crosses, and it's going to help

15 revitalize the communities, the neighboring communities

16 that it also interacts with.

17           I think the tough decision here is deciding

18 how best to serve what the goal of the program is for

19 high-speed rail and taking in consideration local

20 communities' interest, and weighing those two.

21           As far as the proposed program alignment, I

22 think that it's probably on the right track.  And I

23 think it is vital that any and all communities, agencies

24 that are included within this high-speed rail program

25 need to step up and bring all modes of transportation
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1 and help integrate that into the high-speed rail, or

2 help assist that the high-speed rail is integrated in

3 their other modes of transportation, whether it's light

4 rail, bus, in any community meetings, and it all needs

5 to be integrated for the system and for the people to

6 all benefit.

7           I also believe that the agencies and

8 communities need to step up and look to where they can

9 invest themselves into the high-speed rail and not just

10 what they can get out of it.  That's about it.

11

12 Speaker #2:  Jose Castillo, 16280 Jurupa Avenue,

13 Fontana, California 92337

14      MR. CASTILLO:  What we want to know is how it's

15 going to benefit the local businesses and how we can

16 become a part of the project.  We'd like to get in on

17 the early stages and get more information on what

18 requirements there are, if it's going to be DBE

19 certified or if we need Caltrans certification or if

20 it's just a small business or minority group that we

21 have to be so that we can be part of the project.  If

22 anybody can send me information, they can reach me at

23 the address I've provided.

24

25
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1 Speaker #3, Richard Ortiz.  8641 Andover Place, Rancho

2 Cucamonga, California 91730

3      MR. ORTIZ:  I just wanted to make a comment in

4 regards to this high-speed rail design, or concept.

5           I wanted to make a point that based on the

6 proposed route, I was looking at the alternate,

7 especially here in our area, which is Ontario,

8 San Bernardino; that my opinion is that it would be more

9 beneficial if, from Ontario, instead of continuing

10 through, following the 10 freeway, if they would

11 probably jump into Foothill Boulevard, just north, to

12 run parallel to the 10 freeway, all the way to the

13 San Bernardino Airport.  Therefore connecting to the

14 other airport, where people would have more options of

15 coming into this area, not just by Ontario, but also

16 through flying in to San Bernardino and at the same time

17 connecting into the March Airfield.

18           That way you're connecting three airports and

19 giving people coming from out of state to have more

20 flexibility, depending on where they're going to, and

21 not necessarily forcing them to go to Ontario.

22           At the same time, when you go to

23 San Bernardino, right now San Bernardino downtown area,

24 there's nothing there that promotes growth in that city

25 for quite some decades.  Most of the time if you go to
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1 downtown San Bernardino, after 5:00 o'clock, especially

2 on Fridays, if you finish your job, your work there,

3 whenever you're working, with the county, the

4 courthouse, people just tend to leave with their

5 families and go to Victoria Gardens, to some other malls

6 in other cities, and not spending their money in their

7 local city, which is San Bernardino, to promote growth

8 there.

9           And I have noticed that they don't have a lot

10 of entertainment, kind of like the play, work and live

11 environment, where it would benefit not only certain

12 areas, but it would improve that region, and taking

13 advantage.

14           Plus, you also have Big Bear, whereas if you

15 bring people that come from out of state or they're

16 visiting, they can go all the way to San Bernardino,

17 rent a car and go to Big Bear and visit for the weekend,

18 stay out there and have more flexibility to enjoy

19 certain natural environments that we have here locally.

20           There's another alternative that goes from

21 Ontario, down the 15, all the way to Escondido, and that

22 area alone is fairly new.  So they have a lot going for

23 them already.  There's a lake out there.  It's booming.

24 It's busy.

25           So I think this would help, at least for this
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1 first route, this alternative, to actually benefit to

2 take it to the San Bernardino Airport, instead of doing

3 that junction of the 15 for those reasons, that they're

4 already doing pretty well.

5           Eventually if they wanted to do an extra

6 extension, then that would obviously be the best one.

7 But this would definitely benefit our area and our

8 community, and there would be more possibilities for

9 this region to prosper.  Thank you.

10

11 Speaker # 4:  Matthew Kennedy, 1340 North Council

12 Avenue, Ontario

13      MR. KENNEDY:  I would like to see the high-speed

14 rail get built as soon as they can, is one comment.  And

15 I like the idea of a stop at Ontario airport.  I like

16 the idea of aerial structures.  That's just my

17 preference.  And the less small stops and more major

18 stops like Ontario Airport would speed it up.

19           I like the alignments, like an aerial

20 alignment on either Holt or Mission Avenue and Milliken

21 Avenue.

22           (comments concluded)

23

24

25
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 12th day of November, 2009.

20

21

22                       _______________________________

23                         RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305

24

25
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1 and help integrate that into the high-speed rail, or

2 help assist that the high-speed rail is integrated in

3 their other modes of transportation, whether it's light

4 rail, bus, in any community meetings, and it all needs

5 to be integrated for the system and for the people to

6 all benefit.

7           I also believe that the agencies and

8 communities need to step up and look to where they can
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14      MR. CASTILLO:  What we want to know is how it's

15 going to benefit the local businesses and how we can

16 become a part of the project.  We'd like to get in on

17 the early stages and get more information on what

18 requirements there are, if it's going to be DBE

19 certified or if we need Caltrans certification or if

20 it's just a small business or minority group that we

21 have to be so that we can be part of the project.  If

22 anybody can send me information, they can reach me at

23 the address I've provided.

24
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1 Speaker #3, Richard Ortiz.  8641 Andover Place, Rancho

2 Cucamonga, California 91730

3      MR. ORTIZ:  I just wanted to make a comment in

4 regards to this high-speed rail design, or concept.

5           I wanted to make a point that based on the

6 proposed route, I was looking at the alternate,

7 especially here in our area, which is Ontario,

8 San Bernardino; that my opinion is that it would be more

9 beneficial if, from Ontario, instead of continuing

10 through, following the 10 freeway, if they would

11 probably jump into Foothill Boulevard, just north, to

12 run parallel to the 10 freeway, all the way to the
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15 coming into this area, not just by Ontario, but also
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17 connecting into the March Airfield.

18           That way you're connecting three airports and

19 giving people coming from out of state to have more

20 flexibility, depending on where they're going to, and

21 not necessarily forcing them to go to Ontario.

22           At the same time, when you go to

23 San Bernardino, right now San Bernardino downtown area,

24 there's nothing there that promotes growth in that city

25 for quite some decades.  Most of the time if you go to
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1 downtown San Bernardino, after 5:00 o'clock, especially

2 on Fridays, if you finish your job, your work there,

3 whenever you're working, with the county, the

4 courthouse, people just tend to leave with their

5 families and go to Victoria Gardens, to some other malls

6 in other cities, and not spending their money in their

7 local city, which is San Bernardino, to promote growth

8 there.

9           And I have noticed that they don't have a lot

10 of entertainment, kind of like the play, work and live

11 environment, where it would benefit not only certain

12 areas, but it would improve that region, and taking

13 advantage.

14           Plus, you also have Big Bear, whereas if you

15 bring people that come from out of state or they're

16 visiting, they can go all the way to San Bernardino,

17 rent a car and go to Big Bear and visit for the weekend,

18 stay out there and have more flexibility to enjoy

19 certain natural environments that we have here locally.

20           There's another alternative that goes from

21 Ontario, down the 15, all the way to Escondido, and that

22 area alone is fairly new.  So they have a lot going for

23 them already.  There's a lake out there.  It's booming.

24 It's busy.

25           So I think this would help, at least for this
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1 first route, this alternative, to actually benefit to
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12 Avenue, Ontario

13      MR. KENNEDY:  I would like to see the high-speed
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under
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13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.
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1   SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009

2

3

4 Speaker #1: Gary Saenz.  Address: 623 East 39th Street.

5 San Bernardino, 92404

6

7      MR. SAENZ:  Assuming that the high-speed train

8 system is taking into account the far-sided possibility

9 of one day connecting with the eastern portions of the

10 continental United States, I would assume then that

11 preparations should be made at this time with regard to

12 routing; that you would want to maintain those avenues

13 of travel that have traditionally connected the greater

14 Southern California area with the eastern portions of

15 the United States, most specifically the corridor that

16 travels through San Bernardino, through the Cajon Pass

17 and through the San Gorgonio pass.

18           Traditionally and historically from the time

19 of the Native American travel routes, those two passes,

20 once again, the Cajon Pass and the San Gorgonio Pass,

21 have been used to traverse through most of Southern

22 California to the eastern portions of the United States.

23           When the Pioneers traveled to Southern

24 California those were also the routes used.  When Route

25 66 was being built as the mother road of the United
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1 States, the route was brought through San Bernardino

2 once again.

3           I believe that in the future if this rail

4 system is going to be used for transcontinental travel,

5 that the identical routes through San Bernardino, Cajon,

6 up through Las Vegas and beyond to areas of the midwest,

7 specifically Chicago, or through the San Gorgonio Pass,

8 both pass through San Bernardino, so that designing a

9 high-speed train system at this time that completely

10 bypasses San Bernardino I believe ignores, or does not

11 give a significant amount of thought to, the future,

12 which is fast approaching as Southern California

13 continues to grow.

14           In addition, the areas north of

15 San Bernardino, meaning the high desert from Victorville

16 to Barstow, within the next two or three decades I

17 expect will be saturated with homes, businesses and

18 industries of all kinds.

19           In addition, in the lower desert, specifically

20 between San Bernardino and Palm Springs, I expect the

21 same kind of saturation regarding population.

22           Within the last five to ten years we've often

23 heard that the metropolitan area known as the Inland

24 Empire, which comprises both Riverside and

25 San Bernardino and the greater area, is the fastest
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1 growing area in the United States.

2           I believe after the recession is resolved and

3 the economy turns around, I expect that that

4 metropolitan area will continue once again in that trend

5 and be the fastest growing metropolitan area in the

6 country.

7           To ignore and to bypass the fastest growing

8 area in the country when considering a high-speed rail

9 transit system is to completely ignore and to be so

10 short-sided that we will have lost a great opportunity.

11           In addition, because the expansion of the

12 Southern California area is growing to areas east and

13 north of San Bernardino, to not include San Bernardino

14 as a transit stop or as a transit location, we would be

15 further contributing to the congestion of areas east and

16 south of San Bernardino as commuters using cars and

17 other modes of transportation travel in toward the

18 high-speed train system location stops if San Bernardino

19 is excluded as a stop.

20           That additional congestion in transportation

21 utilizing cars and buses and lighter train systems will

22 not only further contribute to the congestion in those

23 areas but will have an environmental impact regarding

24 air pollution and noise pollution and those kinds of

25 similar results.
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1           There's a lot of open space north and east of

2 San Bernardino which is going to see tremendous amount

3 of growth in the next 50, especially to 100 years.  So

4 being far-sighted and recognizing the need to bring the

5 rail system out to San Bernardino at this point would be

6 a very efficient, economical and well thought-out plan

7 for this endeavor.

8           (comment concluded)

9

10 Speakers #2 is Eunice Jiang and David Jiang.

11 555 West 2nd Street.  San Bernardino, California 92401.

12 david@ejivestmentcorp.com

13      MR. JIANG:  We would like to have a station in

14 San Bernardino because in this area there's a lot of

15 people working in the Los Angeles area, and they drive a

16 long way, and this way they could have a high-speed and

17 more convenience.

18           And especially if they live here, go down to

19 San Diego, it's not too far.  Go down to Los Angeles,

20 not too far.  So we can increase our Inland Empire, more

21 housing coming here, more people moving here, more

22 business moving to this area, because the transportation

23 is very important for business people too.

24           They have an airport here also.  So if they

25 have a station here it will be very convenient for
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1 San Bernardino also.  Also, in this area there's a lot

2 of people, Redlands, Highlands, San Bernardino, and it's

3 not so convenient.  If we have one station in downtown,

4 in San Bernardino, that would be better for this city,

5 this area.

6           And if you have a station in here, it's not

7 only good for San Bernardino.  The Inland Empire area is

8 how many square miles?  About 20 square miles of just

9 people, and it will be easier for the transportation,

10 because if we have a high-speed train, we can save more

11 money on transportation.  We don't need a long way to

12 drive.

13           Because for the traffic, you spend a lot of

14 time for the traffic.  And if we go down to San Diego,

15 it will only take how many minutes?  Maybe 40 minutes

16 for the high-speed train?  And when you drive you have

17 to drive at least two or three hours, right?  So we save

18 time.  Time is money.

19           And I think this area of people, the income is

20 a little bit low.  So we need help, to help these

21 people.  Let the people move in, and then more business

22 comes in.  It can help this area economically, help the

23 economic come up.  If not, always the same thing.  No

24 help.

25           If we have one station here, and then the
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1 people can move in this area, it doesn't matter if they

2 are working outside the area.  It's easy for them.  And

3 they think, okay, we move to here, it's okay, it doesn't

4 matter where I can work, right?  It's easy for them.

5 But right now most of the people are just coming here to

6 work, and then go back to whatever they like.  They not

7 stay here.

8           But if we can help the people work here, still

9 living here, and then even though they want to go

10 somewhere, it's easy for them.  I think a lot of people

11 will move into this area.

12           And it will help develop the whole city,

13 because here, not too many developers come to develop

14 because of transportation.  So some cities, it's very

15 crowded, a lot of people there.  But here, there's a lot

16 of land.  But we need people to move to here.  But

17 transportation is very important, especially high speed

18 rail.

19           California really needs a high-speed train.

20 Very important.  We really need it.  People really need

21 it.  And this way we have the economy go up, and a lot

22 of people coming to California.  The transportation on

23 the freeway is too crowded.  You cannot move.  And the

24 high-speed is the best way.

25           (comment concluded)
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1

2 Speakers #3: John Scudder and Denise Scudder, 2476 West

3 2nd Avenue, Muscoy, California, 92407

4      MS. SCUDDER:  I have two comments.  One, I would

5 like to see them use local for their electricity draws,

6 not corporation, where it's able already, where we

7 already have local, not like major corporation for the

8 electricity.  Go ahead and go with the small people that

9 have it there to get it from, like the windmill people

10 that we have feedback, not go just with corporation.

11 Feed the small income corporations.

12           And make sure the environmental impacts are

13 done properly, and no, "Oh, it was, but it wasn't done,"

14 for the wildlife in the area.

15           The local draw on electricity is for

16 renewable, like wind power or solar, solar draw.  Rather

17 than asking another co-fire plant to be built in the

18 State of California, we could have alternative renewable

19 sources of energy used for the track if they need more

20 electricity.

21           Also, hopefully if the track went to

22 San Bernardino, it eventually would become an easy link

23 for the Las Vegas high-speed train to come down to

24 San Bernardino, and it would also be an easy link for

25 maybe high-speed trains that would go across the
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1 country.  It would be a good link to come to

2 San Bernardino as a connection.  I guess that's about

3 it.

4           And we're basically for it as long as they

5 stick to environmental impact reports.

6           (comment concluded)

7

8 Speaker #4, Alfred Palazzo, P.O. Box 4588 Rancho

9 Cucamonga, 91729

10      MR. PALAZZO:  I came down today because I read in

11 the paper that you were seeking input from citizens.

12       I very much would like to see the entire United

13 States have high-speed rail.  I've traveled to Europe

14 and I've enjoyed the trains in Europe, and I'm really

15 excited about California building this line.

16        With regard to our area here in the Inland

17 Empire, I think of the various routes that I've seen on

18 the posters that San Bernardino be the designated stop

19 for the Inland Empire after the Ontario Airport.

20        It would do so much for the eastern part of the

21 Inland Empire.  Not only would it be accessible to

22 people going towards Coachella Valley, Palm Springs, but

23 also San Bernardino attracts in the wintertime, in the

24 mountains, the resorts, the skiers, and I think it would

25 help get them out here.  And I understand there's talks
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1 about maybe building a tram to get them from the

2 San Bernardino area to the mountain resort.

3        But I also think it would do a lot for

4 San Bernardino.  I think that the people who would tend

5 to use this would be the people who reside in the

6 San Bernardino area.  They would I think support it very

7 well

8        Riverside is close, and I don't think it would be

9 a burden to have people from Riverside to drive up to

10 San Bernardino.  If one or the other cities had to be

11 chosen and the other one not be a stop, I would prefer

12 it to be San Bernardino, because I think it would do so

13 much for the revitalization of San Bernardino, but also

14 San Bernardino seems to be the logical connector for the

15 other regions that I've earlier referred to.

16        I don't really think that the corridor that drops

17 down from the airport through Corona on the 15 freeway

18 south would be the best way to go because effectively it

19 would pretty much eliminate the eastern part of the

20 Inland Empire in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

21       And I think one more stop beyond Ontario east is

22 essential.  It's crucial.  It is not a burden on the

23 system, and it will serve a vast area and it will, I

24 think, culminate in an economic boom for this entire

25 area around San Bernardino and Riverside.  So I don't
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1 think that the Corona corridor south on the 15 is the

2 preferred way.  I definitely feel strongly against that.

3        And as I said, Riverside is not that far away.

4 So if you had to pick one or the other, San Bernardino I

5 think has more to offer in terms of the destinations

6 that people will be coming from and connecting with to

7 get on the fast rail that will then take them either

8 south or north.  And I think you're going to really find

9 it appealing to people who are going further north in

10 the State of California.  That's my opinion.  Thank you

11 for giving me the time to make this comment.

12           (comments concluded)

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
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21
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3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.
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20
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1   ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2009

2

3

4

5 Speaker #1:  James Hammer, City of San Bernardino.

6 Email: jhammer@calhrop.com

7

8      MR. HAMMER:  I'm a total supporter of high-speed

9 rail.  I think it's vital to the economy, to the State

10 of California, and also to the nation.  It's the key

11 source as far as adding to goods movement and people

12 movement.

13           I think it's going to be a great asset to any

14 community that it crosses, and it's going to help

15 revitalize the communities, the neighboring communities

16 that it also interacts with.

17           I think the tough decision here is deciding

18 how best to serve what the goal of the program is for

19 high-speed rail and taking in consideration local

20 communities' interest, and weighing those two.

21           As far as the proposed program alignment, I

22 think that it's probably on the right track.  And I

23 think it is vital that any and all communities, agencies

24 that are included within this high-speed rail program

25 need to step up and bring all modes of transportation
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1 and help integrate that into the high-speed rail, or

2 help assist that the high-speed rail is integrated in

3 their other modes of transportation, whether it's light

4 rail, bus, in any community meetings, and it all needs

5 to be integrated for the system and for the people to

6 all benefit.

7           I also believe that the agencies and

8 communities need to step up and look to where they can

9 invest themselves into the high-speed rail and not just

10 what they can get out of it.  That's about it.

11

12 Speaker #2:  Jose Castillo, 16280 Jurupa Avenue,

13 Fontana, California 92337

14      MR. CASTILLO:  What we want to know is how it's

15 going to benefit the local businesses and how we can

16 become a part of the project.  We'd like to get in on

17 the early stages and get more information on what

18 requirements there are, if it's going to be DBE

19 certified or if we need Caltrans certification or if

20 it's just a small business or minority group that we

21 have to be so that we can be part of the project.  If

22 anybody can send me information, they can reach me at

23 the address I've provided.

24

25
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1 Speaker #3, Richard Ortiz.  8641 Andover Place, Rancho

2 Cucamonga, California 91730

3      MR. ORTIZ:  I just wanted to make a comment in

4 regards to this high-speed rail design, or concept.

5           I wanted to make a point that based on the

6 proposed route, I was looking at the alternate,

7 especially here in our area, which is Ontario,

8 San Bernardino; that my opinion is that it would be more

9 beneficial if, from Ontario, instead of continuing

10 through, following the 10 freeway, if they would

11 probably jump into Foothill Boulevard, just north, to

12 run parallel to the 10 freeway, all the way to the

13 San Bernardino Airport.  Therefore connecting to the

14 other airport, where people would have more options of

15 coming into this area, not just by Ontario, but also

16 through flying in to San Bernardino and at the same time

17 connecting into the March Airfield.

18           That way you're connecting three airports and

19 giving people coming from out of state to have more

20 flexibility, depending on where they're going to, and

21 not necessarily forcing them to go to Ontario.

22           At the same time, when you go to

23 San Bernardino, right now San Bernardino downtown area,

24 there's nothing there that promotes growth in that city

25 for quite some decades.  Most of the time if you go to
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1 downtown San Bernardino, after 5:00 o'clock, especially

2 on Fridays, if you finish your job, your work there,

3 whenever you're working, with the county, the

4 courthouse, people just tend to leave with their

5 families and go to Victoria Gardens, to some other malls

6 in other cities, and not spending their money in their

7 local city, which is San Bernardino, to promote growth

8 there.

9           And I have noticed that they don't have a lot

10 of entertainment, kind of like the play, work and live

11 environment, where it would benefit not only certain

12 areas, but it would improve that region, and taking

13 advantage.

14           Plus, you also have Big Bear, whereas if you

15 bring people that come from out of state or they're

16 visiting, they can go all the way to San Bernardino,

17 rent a car and go to Big Bear and visit for the weekend,

18 stay out there and have more flexibility to enjoy

19 certain natural environments that we have here locally.

20           There's another alternative that goes from

21 Ontario, down the 15, all the way to Escondido, and that

22 area alone is fairly new.  So they have a lot going for

23 them already.  There's a lake out there.  It's booming.

24 It's busy.

25           So I think this would help, at least for this
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1 first route, this alternative, to actually benefit to

2 take it to the San Bernardino Airport, instead of doing

3 that junction of the 15 for those reasons, that they're

4 already doing pretty well.

5           Eventually if they wanted to do an extra

6 extension, then that would obviously be the best one.

7 But this would definitely benefit our area and our

8 community, and there would be more possibilities for

9 this region to prosper.  Thank you.

10

11 Speaker # 4:  Matthew Kennedy, 1340 North Council

12 Avenue, Ontario

13      MR. KENNEDY:  I would like to see the high-speed

14 rail get built as soon as they can, is one comment.  And

15 I like the idea of a stop at Ontario airport.  I like

16 the idea of aerial structures.  That's just my

17 preference.  And the less small stops and more major

18 stops like Ontario Airport would speed it up.

19           I like the alignments, like an aerial

20 alignment on either Holt or Mission Avenue and Milliken

21 Avenue.

22           (comments concluded)

23

24

25
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8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole
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11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel
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1   ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2009

2

3

4

5 Speaker #1:  James Hammer, City of San Bernardino.

6 Email: jhammer@calhrop.com

7

8      MR. HAMMER:  I'm a total supporter of high-speed

9 rail.  I think it's vital to the economy, to the State

10 of California, and also to the nation.  It's the key

11 source as far as adding to goods movement and people

12 movement.

13           I think it's going to be a great asset to any

14 community that it crosses, and it's going to help

15 revitalize the communities, the neighboring communities

16 that it also interacts with.

17           I think the tough decision here is deciding

18 how best to serve what the goal of the program is for

19 high-speed rail and taking in consideration local

20 communities' interest, and weighing those two.

21           As far as the proposed program alignment, I

22 think that it's probably on the right track.  And I

23 think it is vital that any and all communities, agencies

24 that are included within this high-speed rail program

25 need to step up and bring all modes of transportation
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1 and help integrate that into the high-speed rail, or

2 help assist that the high-speed rail is integrated in

3 their other modes of transportation, whether it's light

4 rail, bus, in any community meetings, and it all needs

5 to be integrated for the system and for the people to

6 all benefit.

7           I also believe that the agencies and

8 communities need to step up and look to where they can

9 invest themselves into the high-speed rail and not just

10 what they can get out of it.  That's about it.

11

12 Speaker #2:  Jose Castillo, 16280 Jurupa Avenue,

13 Fontana, California 92337

14      MR. CASTILLO:  What we want to know is how it's

15 going to benefit the local businesses and how we can

16 become a part of the project.  We'd like to get in on

17 the early stages and get more information on what

18 requirements there are, if it's going to be DBE

19 certified or if we need Caltrans certification or if

20 it's just a small business or minority group that we

21 have to be so that we can be part of the project.  If

22 anybody can send me information, they can reach me at

23 the address I've provided.

24

25
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1 Speaker #3, Richard Ortiz.  8641 Andover Place, Rancho

2 Cucamonga, California 91730

3      MR. ORTIZ:  I just wanted to make a comment in

4 regards to this high-speed rail design, or concept.

5           I wanted to make a point that based on the

6 proposed route, I was looking at the alternate,

7 especially here in our area, which is Ontario,

8 San Bernardino; that my opinion is that it would be more

9 beneficial if, from Ontario, instead of continuing

10 through, following the 10 freeway, if they would

11 probably jump into Foothill Boulevard, just north, to

12 run parallel to the 10 freeway, all the way to the

13 San Bernardino Airport.  Therefore connecting to the

14 other airport, where people would have more options of

15 coming into this area, not just by Ontario, but also

16 through flying in to San Bernardino and at the same time

17 connecting into the March Airfield.

18           That way you're connecting three airports and

19 giving people coming from out of state to have more

20 flexibility, depending on where they're going to, and

21 not necessarily forcing them to go to Ontario.

22           At the same time, when you go to

23 San Bernardino, right now San Bernardino downtown area,

24 there's nothing there that promotes growth in that city

25 for quite some decades.  Most of the time if you go to
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1 downtown San Bernardino, after 5:00 o'clock, especially

2 on Fridays, if you finish your job, your work there,

3 whenever you're working, with the county, the

4 courthouse, people just tend to leave with their

5 families and go to Victoria Gardens, to some other malls

6 in other cities, and not spending their money in their

7 local city, which is San Bernardino, to promote growth

8 there.

9           And I have noticed that they don't have a lot

10 of entertainment, kind of like the play, work and live

11 environment, where it would benefit not only certain

12 areas, but it would improve that region, and taking

13 advantage.

14           Plus, you also have Big Bear, whereas if you

15 bring people that come from out of state or they're

16 visiting, they can go all the way to San Bernardino,

17 rent a car and go to Big Bear and visit for the weekend,

18 stay out there and have more flexibility to enjoy

19 certain natural environments that we have here locally.

20           There's another alternative that goes from

21 Ontario, down the 15, all the way to Escondido, and that

22 area alone is fairly new.  So they have a lot going for

23 them already.  There's a lake out there.  It's booming.

24 It's busy.

25           So I think this would help, at least for this
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1 first route, this alternative, to actually benefit to

2 take it to the San Bernardino Airport, instead of doing

3 that junction of the 15 for those reasons, that they're

4 already doing pretty well.

5           Eventually if they wanted to do an extra

6 extension, then that would obviously be the best one.

7 But this would definitely benefit our area and our

8 community, and there would be more possibilities for

9 this region to prosper.  Thank you.

10

11 Speaker # 4:  Matthew Kennedy, 1340 North Council

12 Avenue, Ontario

13      MR. KENNEDY:  I would like to see the high-speed

14 rail get built as soon as they can, is one comment.  And

15 I like the idea of a stop at Ontario airport.  I like

16 the idea of aerial structures.  That's just my

17 preference.  And the less small stops and more major

18 stops like Ontario Airport would speed it up.

19           I like the alignments, like an aerial

20 alignment on either Holt or Mission Avenue and Milliken

21 Avenue.

22           (comments concluded)

23
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1   SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009

2

3

4 Speaker #1: Gary Saenz.  Address: 623 East 39th Street.

5 San Bernardino, 92404

6

7      MR. SAENZ:  Assuming that the high-speed train

8 system is taking into account the far-sided possibility

9 of one day connecting with the eastern portions of the

10 continental United States, I would assume then that

11 preparations should be made at this time with regard to

12 routing; that you would want to maintain those avenues

13 of travel that have traditionally connected the greater

14 Southern California area with the eastern portions of

15 the United States, most specifically the corridor that

16 travels through San Bernardino, through the Cajon Pass

17 and through the San Gorgonio pass.

18           Traditionally and historically from the time

19 of the Native American travel routes, those two passes,

20 once again, the Cajon Pass and the San Gorgonio Pass,

21 have been used to traverse through most of Southern

22 California to the eastern portions of the United States.

23           When the Pioneers traveled to Southern

24 California those were also the routes used.  When Route

25 66 was being built as the mother road of the United
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1 States, the route was brought through San Bernardino

2 once again.

3           I believe that in the future if this rail

4 system is going to be used for transcontinental travel,

5 that the identical routes through San Bernardino, Cajon,

6 up through Las Vegas and beyond to areas of the midwest,

7 specifically Chicago, or through the San Gorgonio Pass,

8 both pass through San Bernardino, so that designing a

9 high-speed train system at this time that completely

10 bypasses San Bernardino I believe ignores, or does not

11 give a significant amount of thought to, the future,

12 which is fast approaching as Southern California

13 continues to grow.

14           In addition, the areas north of

15 San Bernardino, meaning the high desert from Victorville

16 to Barstow, within the next two or three decades I

17 expect will be saturated with homes, businesses and

18 industries of all kinds.

19           In addition, in the lower desert, specifically

20 between San Bernardino and Palm Springs, I expect the

21 same kind of saturation regarding population.

22           Within the last five to ten years we've often

23 heard that the metropolitan area known as the Inland

24 Empire, which comprises both Riverside and

25 San Bernardino and the greater area, is the fastest
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1 growing area in the United States.

2           I believe after the recession is resolved and

3 the economy turns around, I expect that that

4 metropolitan area will continue once again in that trend

5 and be the fastest growing metropolitan area in the

6 country.

7           To ignore and to bypass the fastest growing

8 area in the country when considering a high-speed rail

9 transit system is to completely ignore and to be so

10 short-sided that we will have lost a great opportunity.

11           In addition, because the expansion of the

12 Southern California area is growing to areas east and

13 north of San Bernardino, to not include San Bernardino

14 as a transit stop or as a transit location, we would be

15 further contributing to the congestion of areas east and

16 south of San Bernardino as commuters using cars and

17 other modes of transportation travel in toward the

18 high-speed train system location stops if San Bernardino

19 is excluded as a stop.

20           That additional congestion in transportation

21 utilizing cars and buses and lighter train systems will

22 not only further contribute to the congestion in those

23 areas but will have an environmental impact regarding

24 air pollution and noise pollution and those kinds of

25 similar results.
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1           There's a lot of open space north and east of

2 San Bernardino which is going to see tremendous amount

3 of growth in the next 50, especially to 100 years.  So

4 being far-sighted and recognizing the need to bring the

5 rail system out to San Bernardino at this point would be

6 a very efficient, economical and well thought-out plan

7 for this endeavor.

8           (comment concluded)

9

10 Speakers #2 is Eunice Jiang and David Jiang.

11 555 West 2nd Street.  San Bernardino, California 92401.

12 david@ejivestmentcorp.com

13      MR. JIANG:  We would like to have a station in

14 San Bernardino because in this area there's a lot of

15 people working in the Los Angeles area, and they drive a

16 long way, and this way they could have a high-speed and

17 more convenience.

18           And especially if they live here, go down to

19 San Diego, it's not too far.  Go down to Los Angeles,

20 not too far.  So we can increase our Inland Empire, more

21 housing coming here, more people moving here, more

22 business moving to this area, because the transportation

23 is very important for business people too.

24           They have an airport here also.  So if they

25 have a station here it will be very convenient for



866 299-5127
Veritext National Deposition & Litigation Services

Page 7

1 San Bernardino also.  Also, in this area there's a lot

2 of people, Redlands, Highlands, San Bernardino, and it's

3 not so convenient.  If we have one station in downtown,

4 in San Bernardino, that would be better for this city,

5 this area.

6           And if you have a station in here, it's not

7 only good for San Bernardino.  The Inland Empire area is

8 how many square miles?  About 20 square miles of just

9 people, and it will be easier for the transportation,

10 because if we have a high-speed train, we can save more

11 money on transportation.  We don't need a long way to

12 drive.

13           Because for the traffic, you spend a lot of

14 time for the traffic.  And if we go down to San Diego,

15 it will only take how many minutes?  Maybe 40 minutes

16 for the high-speed train?  And when you drive you have

17 to drive at least two or three hours, right?  So we save

18 time.  Time is money.

19           And I think this area of people, the income is

20 a little bit low.  So we need help, to help these

21 people.  Let the people move in, and then more business

22 comes in.  It can help this area economically, help the

23 economic come up.  If not, always the same thing.  No

24 help.

25           If we have one station here, and then the
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1 people can move in this area, it doesn't matter if they

2 are working outside the area.  It's easy for them.  And

3 they think, okay, we move to here, it's okay, it doesn't

4 matter where I can work, right?  It's easy for them.

5 But right now most of the people are just coming here to

6 work, and then go back to whatever they like.  They not

7 stay here.

8           But if we can help the people work here, still

9 living here, and then even though they want to go

10 somewhere, it's easy for them.  I think a lot of people

11 will move into this area.

12           And it will help develop the whole city,

13 because here, not too many developers come to develop

14 because of transportation.  So some cities, it's very

15 crowded, a lot of people there.  But here, there's a lot

16 of land.  But we need people to move to here.  But

17 transportation is very important, especially high speed

18 rail.

19           California really needs a high-speed train.

20 Very important.  We really need it.  People really need

21 it.  And this way we have the economy go up, and a lot

22 of people coming to California.  The transportation on

23 the freeway is too crowded.  You cannot move.  And the

24 high-speed is the best way.

25           (comment concluded)
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1

2 Speakers #3: John Scudder and Denise Scudder, 2476 West

3 2nd Avenue, Muscoy, California, 92407

4      MS. SCUDDER:  I have two comments.  One, I would

5 like to see them use local for their electricity draws,

6 not corporation, where it's able already, where we

7 already have local, not like major corporation for the

8 electricity.  Go ahead and go with the small people that

9 have it there to get it from, like the windmill people

10 that we have feedback, not go just with corporation.

11 Feed the small income corporations.

12           And make sure the environmental impacts are

13 done properly, and no, "Oh, it was, but it wasn't done,"

14 for the wildlife in the area.

15           The local draw on electricity is for

16 renewable, like wind power or solar, solar draw.  Rather

17 than asking another co-fire plant to be built in the

18 State of California, we could have alternative renewable

19 sources of energy used for the track if they need more

20 electricity.

21           Also, hopefully if the track went to

22 San Bernardino, it eventually would become an easy link

23 for the Las Vegas high-speed train to come down to

24 San Bernardino, and it would also be an easy link for

25 maybe high-speed trains that would go across the
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1 country.  It would be a good link to come to

2 San Bernardino as a connection.  I guess that's about

3 it.

4           And we're basically for it as long as they

5 stick to environmental impact reports.

6           (comment concluded)

7

8 Speaker #4, Alfred Palazzo, P.O. Box 4588 Rancho

9 Cucamonga, 91729

10      MR. PALAZZO:  I came down today because I read in

11 the paper that you were seeking input from citizens.

12       I very much would like to see the entire United

13 States have high-speed rail.  I've traveled to Europe

14 and I've enjoyed the trains in Europe, and I'm really

15 excited about California building this line.

16        With regard to our area here in the Inland

17 Empire, I think of the various routes that I've seen on

18 the posters that San Bernardino be the designated stop

19 for the Inland Empire after the Ontario Airport.

20        It would do so much for the eastern part of the

21 Inland Empire.  Not only would it be accessible to

22 people going towards Coachella Valley, Palm Springs, but

23 also San Bernardino attracts in the wintertime, in the

24 mountains, the resorts, the skiers, and I think it would

25 help get them out here.  And I understand there's talks



866 299-5127
Veritext National Deposition & Litigation Services

Page 11

1 about maybe building a tram to get them from the

2 San Bernardino area to the mountain resort.

3        But I also think it would do a lot for

4 San Bernardino.  I think that the people who would tend

5 to use this would be the people who reside in the

6 San Bernardino area.  They would I think support it very

7 well

8        Riverside is close, and I don't think it would be

9 a burden to have people from Riverside to drive up to

10 San Bernardino.  If one or the other cities had to be

11 chosen and the other one not be a stop, I would prefer

12 it to be San Bernardino, because I think it would do so

13 much for the revitalization of San Bernardino, but also

14 San Bernardino seems to be the logical connector for the

15 other regions that I've earlier referred to.

16        I don't really think that the corridor that drops

17 down from the airport through Corona on the 15 freeway

18 south would be the best way to go because effectively it

19 would pretty much eliminate the eastern part of the

20 Inland Empire in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

21       And I think one more stop beyond Ontario east is

22 essential.  It's crucial.  It is not a burden on the

23 system, and it will serve a vast area and it will, I

24 think, culminate in an economic boom for this entire

25 area around San Bernardino and Riverside.  So I don't
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1 think that the Corona corridor south on the 15 is the

2 preferred way.  I definitely feel strongly against that.

3        And as I said, Riverside is not that far away.

4 So if you had to pick one or the other, San Bernardino I

5 think has more to offer in terms of the destinations

6 that people will be coming from and connecting with to

7 get on the fast rail that will then take them either

8 south or north.  And I think you're going to really find

9 it appealing to people who are going further north in

10 the State of California.  That's my opinion.  Thank you

11 for giving me the time to make this comment.

12           (comments concluded)
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11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true
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1   SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009

2

3

4 Speaker #1: Gary Saenz.  Address: 623 East 39th Street.

5 San Bernardino, 92404

6

7      MR. SAENZ:  Assuming that the high-speed train

8 system is taking into account the far-sided possibility

9 of one day connecting with the eastern portions of the

10 continental United States, I would assume then that

11 preparations should be made at this time with regard to

12 routing; that you would want to maintain those avenues

13 of travel that have traditionally connected the greater

14 Southern California area with the eastern portions of

15 the United States, most specifically the corridor that

16 travels through San Bernardino, through the Cajon Pass

17 and through the San Gorgonio pass.

18           Traditionally and historically from the time

19 of the Native American travel routes, those two passes,

20 once again, the Cajon Pass and the San Gorgonio Pass,

21 have been used to traverse through most of Southern

22 California to the eastern portions of the United States.

23           When the Pioneers traveled to Southern

24 California those were also the routes used.  When Route

25 66 was being built as the mother road of the United
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1 States, the route was brought through San Bernardino

2 once again.

3           I believe that in the future if this rail

4 system is going to be used for transcontinental travel,

5 that the identical routes through San Bernardino, Cajon,

6 up through Las Vegas and beyond to areas of the midwest,

7 specifically Chicago, or through the San Gorgonio Pass,

8 both pass through San Bernardino, so that designing a

9 high-speed train system at this time that completely

10 bypasses San Bernardino I believe ignores, or does not

11 give a significant amount of thought to, the future,

12 which is fast approaching as Southern California

13 continues to grow.

14           In addition, the areas north of

15 San Bernardino, meaning the high desert from Victorville

16 to Barstow, within the next two or three decades I

17 expect will be saturated with homes, businesses and

18 industries of all kinds.

19           In addition, in the lower desert, specifically

20 between San Bernardino and Palm Springs, I expect the

21 same kind of saturation regarding population.

22           Within the last five to ten years we've often

23 heard that the metropolitan area known as the Inland

24 Empire, which comprises both Riverside and

25 San Bernardino and the greater area, is the fastest
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1 growing area in the United States.

2           I believe after the recession is resolved and

3 the economy turns around, I expect that that

4 metropolitan area will continue once again in that trend

5 and be the fastest growing metropolitan area in the

6 country.

7           To ignore and to bypass the fastest growing

8 area in the country when considering a high-speed rail

9 transit system is to completely ignore and to be so

10 short-sided that we will have lost a great opportunity.

11           In addition, because the expansion of the

12 Southern California area is growing to areas east and

13 north of San Bernardino, to not include San Bernardino

14 as a transit stop or as a transit location, we would be

15 further contributing to the congestion of areas east and

16 south of San Bernardino as commuters using cars and

17 other modes of transportation travel in toward the

18 high-speed train system location stops if San Bernardino

19 is excluded as a stop.

20           That additional congestion in transportation

21 utilizing cars and buses and lighter train systems will

22 not only further contribute to the congestion in those

23 areas but will have an environmental impact regarding

24 air pollution and noise pollution and those kinds of

25 similar results.
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1           There's a lot of open space north and east of

2 San Bernardino which is going to see tremendous amount

3 of growth in the next 50, especially to 100 years.  So

4 being far-sighted and recognizing the need to bring the

5 rail system out to San Bernardino at this point would be

6 a very efficient, economical and well thought-out plan

7 for this endeavor.

8           (comment concluded)

9

10 Speakers #2 is Eunice Jiang and David Jiang.

11 555 West 2nd Street.  San Bernardino, California 92401.

12 david@ejivestmentcorp.com

13      MR. JIANG:  We would like to have a station in

14 San Bernardino because in this area there's a lot of

15 people working in the Los Angeles area, and they drive a

16 long way, and this way they could have a high-speed and

17 more convenience.

18           And especially if they live here, go down to

19 San Diego, it's not too far.  Go down to Los Angeles,

20 not too far.  So we can increase our Inland Empire, more

21 housing coming here, more people moving here, more

22 business moving to this area, because the transportation

23 is very important for business people too.

24           They have an airport here also.  So if they

25 have a station here it will be very convenient for
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1 San Bernardino also.  Also, in this area there's a lot

2 of people, Redlands, Highlands, San Bernardino, and it's

3 not so convenient.  If we have one station in downtown,

4 in San Bernardino, that would be better for this city,

5 this area.

6           And if you have a station in here, it's not

7 only good for San Bernardino.  The Inland Empire area is

8 how many square miles?  About 20 square miles of just

9 people, and it will be easier for the transportation,

10 because if we have a high-speed train, we can save more

11 money on transportation.  We don't need a long way to

12 drive.

13           Because for the traffic, you spend a lot of

14 time for the traffic.  And if we go down to San Diego,

15 it will only take how many minutes?  Maybe 40 minutes

16 for the high-speed train?  And when you drive you have

17 to drive at least two or three hours, right?  So we save

18 time.  Time is money.

19           And I think this area of people, the income is

20 a little bit low.  So we need help, to help these

21 people.  Let the people move in, and then more business

22 comes in.  It can help this area economically, help the

23 economic come up.  If not, always the same thing.  No

24 help.

25           If we have one station here, and then the
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1 people can move in this area, it doesn't matter if they

2 are working outside the area.  It's easy for them.  And

3 they think, okay, we move to here, it's okay, it doesn't

4 matter where I can work, right?  It's easy for them.

5 But right now most of the people are just coming here to

6 work, and then go back to whatever they like.  They not

7 stay here.

8           But if we can help the people work here, still

9 living here, and then even though they want to go

10 somewhere, it's easy for them.  I think a lot of people

11 will move into this area.

12           And it will help develop the whole city,

13 because here, not too many developers come to develop

14 because of transportation.  So some cities, it's very

15 crowded, a lot of people there.  But here, there's a lot

16 of land.  But we need people to move to here.  But

17 transportation is very important, especially high speed

18 rail.

19           California really needs a high-speed train.

20 Very important.  We really need it.  People really need

21 it.  And this way we have the economy go up, and a lot

22 of people coming to California.  The transportation on

23 the freeway is too crowded.  You cannot move.  And the

24 high-speed is the best way.

25           (comment concluded)
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1

2 Speakers #3: John Scudder and Denise Scudder, 2476 West

3 2nd Avenue, Muscoy, California, 92407

4      MS. SCUDDER:  I have two comments.  One, I would

5 like to see them use local for their electricity draws,

6 not corporation, where it's able already, where we

7 already have local, not like major corporation for the

8 electricity.  Go ahead and go with the small people that

9 have it there to get it from, like the windmill people

10 that we have feedback, not go just with corporation.

11 Feed the small income corporations.

12           And make sure the environmental impacts are

13 done properly, and no, "Oh, it was, but it wasn't done,"

14 for the wildlife in the area.

15           The local draw on electricity is for

16 renewable, like wind power or solar, solar draw.  Rather

17 than asking another co-fire plant to be built in the

18 State of California, we could have alternative renewable

19 sources of energy used for the track if they need more

20 electricity.

21           Also, hopefully if the track went to

22 San Bernardino, it eventually would become an easy link

23 for the Las Vegas high-speed train to come down to

24 San Bernardino, and it would also be an easy link for

25 maybe high-speed trains that would go across the
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1 country.  It would be a good link to come to

2 San Bernardino as a connection.  I guess that's about

3 it.

4           And we're basically for it as long as they

5 stick to environmental impact reports.

6           (comment concluded)

7

8 Speaker #4, Alfred Palazzo, P.O. Box 4588 Rancho

9 Cucamonga, 91729

10      MR. PALAZZO:  I came down today because I read in

11 the paper that you were seeking input from citizens.

12       I very much would like to see the entire United

13 States have high-speed rail.  I've traveled to Europe

14 and I've enjoyed the trains in Europe, and I'm really

15 excited about California building this line.

16        With regard to our area here in the Inland

17 Empire, I think of the various routes that I've seen on

18 the posters that San Bernardino be the designated stop

19 for the Inland Empire after the Ontario Airport.

20        It would do so much for the eastern part of the

21 Inland Empire.  Not only would it be accessible to

22 people going towards Coachella Valley, Palm Springs, but

23 also San Bernardino attracts in the wintertime, in the

24 mountains, the resorts, the skiers, and I think it would

25 help get them out here.  And I understand there's talks



866 299-5127
Veritext National Deposition & Litigation Services

Page 11

1 about maybe building a tram to get them from the

2 San Bernardino area to the mountain resort.

3        But I also think it would do a lot for

4 San Bernardino.  I think that the people who would tend

5 to use this would be the people who reside in the

6 San Bernardino area.  They would I think support it very

7 well

8        Riverside is close, and I don't think it would be

9 a burden to have people from Riverside to drive up to

10 San Bernardino.  If one or the other cities had to be

11 chosen and the other one not be a stop, I would prefer

12 it to be San Bernardino, because I think it would do so

13 much for the revitalization of San Bernardino, but also

14 San Bernardino seems to be the logical connector for the

15 other regions that I've earlier referred to.

16        I don't really think that the corridor that drops

17 down from the airport through Corona on the 15 freeway

18 south would be the best way to go because effectively it

19 would pretty much eliminate the eastern part of the

20 Inland Empire in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

21       And I think one more stop beyond Ontario east is

22 essential.  It's crucial.  It is not a burden on the

23 system, and it will serve a vast area and it will, I

24 think, culminate in an economic boom for this entire

25 area around San Bernardino and Riverside.  So I don't
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1 think that the Corona corridor south on the 15 is the

2 preferred way.  I definitely feel strongly against that.

3        And as I said, Riverside is not that far away.

4 So if you had to pick one or the other, San Bernardino I

5 think has more to offer in terms of the destinations

6 that people will be coming from and connecting with to

7 get on the fast rail that will then take them either

8 south or north.  And I think you're going to really find

9 it appealing to people who are going further north in

10 the State of California.  That's my opinion.  Thank you

11 for giving me the time to make this comment.

12           (comments concluded)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )
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2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 13th day of November, 2009.

20
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1   SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009

2

3

4 Speaker #1: Gary Saenz.  Address: 623 East 39th Street.

5 San Bernardino, 92404

6

7      MR. SAENZ:  Assuming that the high-speed train

8 system is taking into account the far-sided possibility

9 of one day connecting with the eastern portions of the

10 continental United States, I would assume then that

11 preparations should be made at this time with regard to

12 routing; that you would want to maintain those avenues

13 of travel that have traditionally connected the greater

14 Southern California area with the eastern portions of

15 the United States, most specifically the corridor that

16 travels through San Bernardino, through the Cajon Pass

17 and through the San Gorgonio pass.

18           Traditionally and historically from the time

19 of the Native American travel routes, those two passes,

20 once again, the Cajon Pass and the San Gorgonio Pass,

21 have been used to traverse through most of Southern

22 California to the eastern portions of the United States.

23           When the Pioneers traveled to Southern

24 California those were also the routes used.  When Route

25 66 was being built as the mother road of the United
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1 States, the route was brought through San Bernardino

2 once again.

3           I believe that in the future if this rail

4 system is going to be used for transcontinental travel,

5 that the identical routes through San Bernardino, Cajon,

6 up through Las Vegas and beyond to areas of the midwest,

7 specifically Chicago, or through the San Gorgonio Pass,

8 both pass through San Bernardino, so that designing a

9 high-speed train system at this time that completely

10 bypasses San Bernardino I believe ignores, or does not

11 give a significant amount of thought to, the future,

12 which is fast approaching as Southern California

13 continues to grow.

14           In addition, the areas north of

15 San Bernardino, meaning the high desert from Victorville

16 to Barstow, within the next two or three decades I

17 expect will be saturated with homes, businesses and

18 industries of all kinds.

19           In addition, in the lower desert, specifically

20 between San Bernardino and Palm Springs, I expect the

21 same kind of saturation regarding population.

22           Within the last five to ten years we've often

23 heard that the metropolitan area known as the Inland

24 Empire, which comprises both Riverside and

25 San Bernardino and the greater area, is the fastest
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1 growing area in the United States.

2           I believe after the recession is resolved and

3 the economy turns around, I expect that that

4 metropolitan area will continue once again in that trend

5 and be the fastest growing metropolitan area in the

6 country.

7           To ignore and to bypass the fastest growing

8 area in the country when considering a high-speed rail

9 transit system is to completely ignore and to be so

10 short-sided that we will have lost a great opportunity.

11           In addition, because the expansion of the

12 Southern California area is growing to areas east and

13 north of San Bernardino, to not include San Bernardino

14 as a transit stop or as a transit location, we would be

15 further contributing to the congestion of areas east and

16 south of San Bernardino as commuters using cars and

17 other modes of transportation travel in toward the

18 high-speed train system location stops if San Bernardino

19 is excluded as a stop.

20           That additional congestion in transportation

21 utilizing cars and buses and lighter train systems will

22 not only further contribute to the congestion in those

23 areas but will have an environmental impact regarding

24 air pollution and noise pollution and those kinds of

25 similar results.
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1           There's a lot of open space north and east of

2 San Bernardino which is going to see tremendous amount

3 of growth in the next 50, especially to 100 years.  So

4 being far-sighted and recognizing the need to bring the

5 rail system out to San Bernardino at this point would be

6 a very efficient, economical and well thought-out plan

7 for this endeavor.

8           (comment concluded)

9

10 Speakers #2 is Eunice Jiang and David Jiang.

11 555 West 2nd Street.  San Bernardino, California 92401.

12 david@ejivestmentcorp.com

13      MR. JIANG:  We would like to have a station in

14 San Bernardino because in this area there's a lot of

15 people working in the Los Angeles area, and they drive a

16 long way, and this way they could have a high-speed and

17 more convenience.

18           And especially if they live here, go down to

19 San Diego, it's not too far.  Go down to Los Angeles,

20 not too far.  So we can increase our Inland Empire, more

21 housing coming here, more people moving here, more

22 business moving to this area, because the transportation

23 is very important for business people too.

24           They have an airport here also.  So if they

25 have a station here it will be very convenient for
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1 San Bernardino also.  Also, in this area there's a lot

2 of people, Redlands, Highlands, San Bernardino, and it's

3 not so convenient.  If we have one station in downtown,

4 in San Bernardino, that would be better for this city,

5 this area.

6           And if you have a station in here, it's not

7 only good for San Bernardino.  The Inland Empire area is

8 how many square miles?  About 20 square miles of just

9 people, and it will be easier for the transportation,

10 because if we have a high-speed train, we can save more

11 money on transportation.  We don't need a long way to

12 drive.

13           Because for the traffic, you spend a lot of

14 time for the traffic.  And if we go down to San Diego,

15 it will only take how many minutes?  Maybe 40 minutes

16 for the high-speed train?  And when you drive you have

17 to drive at least two or three hours, right?  So we save

18 time.  Time is money.

19           And I think this area of people, the income is

20 a little bit low.  So we need help, to help these

21 people.  Let the people move in, and then more business

22 comes in.  It can help this area economically, help the

23 economic come up.  If not, always the same thing.  No

24 help.

25           If we have one station here, and then the
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1 people can move in this area, it doesn't matter if they

2 are working outside the area.  It's easy for them.  And

3 they think, okay, we move to here, it's okay, it doesn't

4 matter where I can work, right?  It's easy for them.

5 But right now most of the people are just coming here to

6 work, and then go back to whatever they like.  They not

7 stay here.

8           But if we can help the people work here, still

9 living here, and then even though they want to go

10 somewhere, it's easy for them.  I think a lot of people

11 will move into this area.

12           And it will help develop the whole city,

13 because here, not too many developers come to develop

14 because of transportation.  So some cities, it's very

15 crowded, a lot of people there.  But here, there's a lot

16 of land.  But we need people to move to here.  But

17 transportation is very important, especially high speed

18 rail.

19           California really needs a high-speed train.

20 Very important.  We really need it.  People really need

21 it.  And this way we have the economy go up, and a lot

22 of people coming to California.  The transportation on

23 the freeway is too crowded.  You cannot move.  And the

24 high-speed is the best way.

25           (comment concluded)
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1

2 Speakers #3: John Scudder and Denise Scudder, 2476 West

3 2nd Avenue, Muscoy, California, 92407

4      MS. SCUDDER:  I have two comments.  One, I would

5 like to see them use local for their electricity draws,

6 not corporation, where it's able already, where we

7 already have local, not like major corporation for the

8 electricity.  Go ahead and go with the small people that

9 have it there to get it from, like the windmill people

10 that we have feedback, not go just with corporation.

11 Feed the small income corporations.

12           And make sure the environmental impacts are

13 done properly, and no, "Oh, it was, but it wasn't done,"

14 for the wildlife in the area.

15           The local draw on electricity is for

16 renewable, like wind power or solar, solar draw.  Rather

17 than asking another co-fire plant to be built in the

18 State of California, we could have alternative renewable

19 sources of energy used for the track if they need more

20 electricity.

21           Also, hopefully if the track went to

22 San Bernardino, it eventually would become an easy link

23 for the Las Vegas high-speed train to come down to

24 San Bernardino, and it would also be an easy link for

25 maybe high-speed trains that would go across the



866 299-5127
Veritext National Deposition & Litigation Services

Page 10

1 country.  It would be a good link to come to

2 San Bernardino as a connection.  I guess that's about

3 it.

4           And we're basically for it as long as they

5 stick to environmental impact reports.

6           (comment concluded)

7

8 Speaker #4, Alfred Palazzo, P.O. Box 4588 Rancho

9 Cucamonga, 91729

10      MR. PALAZZO:  I came down today because I read in

11 the paper that you were seeking input from citizens.

12       I very much would like to see the entire United

13 States have high-speed rail.  I've traveled to Europe

14 and I've enjoyed the trains in Europe, and I'm really

15 excited about California building this line.

16        With regard to our area here in the Inland

17 Empire, I think of the various routes that I've seen on

18 the posters that San Bernardino be the designated stop

19 for the Inland Empire after the Ontario Airport.

20        It would do so much for the eastern part of the

21 Inland Empire.  Not only would it be accessible to

22 people going towards Coachella Valley, Palm Springs, but

23 also San Bernardino attracts in the wintertime, in the

24 mountains, the resorts, the skiers, and I think it would

25 help get them out here.  And I understand there's talks
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1 about maybe building a tram to get them from the

2 San Bernardino area to the mountain resort.

3        But I also think it would do a lot for

4 San Bernardino.  I think that the people who would tend

5 to use this would be the people who reside in the

6 San Bernardino area.  They would I think support it very

7 well

8        Riverside is close, and I don't think it would be

9 a burden to have people from Riverside to drive up to

10 San Bernardino.  If one or the other cities had to be

11 chosen and the other one not be a stop, I would prefer

12 it to be San Bernardino, because I think it would do so

13 much for the revitalization of San Bernardino, but also

14 San Bernardino seems to be the logical connector for the

15 other regions that I've earlier referred to.

16        I don't really think that the corridor that drops

17 down from the airport through Corona on the 15 freeway

18 south would be the best way to go because effectively it

19 would pretty much eliminate the eastern part of the

20 Inland Empire in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

21       And I think one more stop beyond Ontario east is

22 essential.  It's crucial.  It is not a burden on the

23 system, and it will serve a vast area and it will, I

24 think, culminate in an economic boom for this entire

25 area around San Bernardino and Riverside.  So I don't
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1 think that the Corona corridor south on the 15 is the

2 preferred way.  I definitely feel strongly against that.

3        And as I said, Riverside is not that far away.

4 So if you had to pick one or the other, San Bernardino I

5 think has more to offer in terms of the destinations

6 that people will be coming from and connecting with to

7 get on the fast rail that will then take them either

8 south or north.  And I think you're going to really find

9 it appealing to people who are going further north in

10 the State of California.  That's my opinion.  Thank you

11 for giving me the time to make this comment.

12           (comments concluded)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 13th day of November, 2009.

20

21

22                       _______________________________

23                         RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305  

24

25
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