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1.0 Introduction 
This errata document contains public comments received during the 2014 public scoping period for the 
Palmdale to Burbank Section of the High-Speed Rail project that were inadvertently omitted from the 
2014 Scoping Report, as well as one submission that was included in the 2014 Scoping Report but 
whose attachments were inadvertently omitted. This errata document is being issued to ensure that all 
public comments received during the scoping period are included in the 2014 Scoping Report 
documentation. These comments include frequently raised issues that have been accounted for in the 
2014 Scoping Report summary of comments. 
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Section 2.0 
Local Agency Letters 

Submission L001 was included in the 2014 Scoping Report. However, the attachment to the submission 
was inadvertently omitted from the 2014 Scoping Report. The complete submission is enclosed here.  
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September	
  11,	
  2014	
  

To:	
   Mark	
  A.	
  McLoughlin,	
  
Director	
  of	
  Environmental	
  Services
Attn:	
  Palmdale	
  to	
  Burbank	
  
California	
  High-­‐Speed	
  Rail	
  Authority	
  
Southern	
  Californian	
  Regional	
  Office	
  
700	
  North	
  Alameda,	
  Room	
  3-­‐532	
  
Los	
  Angeles,	
  CA	
  90012	
  

Supervisor	
  Michael	
  D.	
  Antonovich	
  
500	
  West	
  Temple	
  Street,	
  Room	
  869	
  
Los	
  Angeles,	
  CA	
  90012	
  
fifthdistrict@lacbos.org	
  

Re:	
   High-­‐Speed	
  Rail	
  Community	
  and	
  Safety	
  Risk	
  Impacts	
  

Vasquez	
  High	
  School	
  	
  
33630	
  Red	
  Rover	
  Mine	
  Road,	
  Acton,	
  CA	
  93510	
  
APN	
  3208-­‐042-­‐900	
  

High	
  Desert	
  School	
  
3620	
  Antelope	
  Woods	
  Road	
  
Acton,	
  CA	
  93510	
  

Dear	
  Mr.	
  Mark	
  A.	
  McLoughlin	
  and	
  Supervisor	
  Antonovich,	
  

The	
  Superintendent	
  and	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  of	
  the	
  Acton-­‐Agua	
  Dulce	
  Unified	
  School	
  District	
  are	
  alarmed	
  
and	
  gravely	
  concerned	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  construction	
  by	
  the	
  California	
  High-­‐Speed	
  Rail	
  Authority	
  of	
  a	
  
high-­‐speed	
   rail	
   project	
   within	
   the	
   District	
   and	
   area	
   boundaries.	
   	
   The	
   proposed	
   track	
   alignment	
  
encumbering	
   the	
  Vasquez	
  High	
  School	
  and	
  High	
  Desert	
  School	
  properties	
  will	
   surely	
   impact	
   the	
  health	
  
and	
  safety	
  of	
  students,	
  staff	
  and	
  the	
  related	
  school	
  community.

The	
  District	
  is	
  currently	
  under	
  construction	
  on	
  a	
  thirty-­‐one	
  million	
  dollar	
  high	
  school	
  that	
  will	
  replace	
  the	
  
existing	
   temporary	
  Vasquez	
  High	
   School	
   campus.	
   Continued	
   evaluation	
   of	
   this	
   campus	
   by	
  District	
   and	
  
state	
   representatives	
   has	
   resulted	
   in	
   a	
   recommendation	
   that	
   a	
   Rail	
   Safety	
   Study	
   Risk	
   Assessment	
   be	
  
conducted	
   to	
   evaluate	
   the	
   proposed	
   development	
   by	
   the	
   California	
   High-­‐Speed	
   Rail	
   Authority	
   of	
   an	
  
elevated	
  high-­‐speed	
  rail	
  line	
  on	
  or	
  adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  sites.	
  	
  Since	
  the	
  proposed	
  high-­‐speed	
  rail	
  line(s)	
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are	
  within	
  1,500	
   feet	
  of	
   the	
   school	
   sites,	
   a	
  Rail	
   Safety	
  Study	
  Risk	
  Assessment	
   (“RSS”)	
  prepared	
   for	
   the	
  
District	
   covering	
   the	
   above	
   referenced	
   project	
   sites	
   shall	
   be	
   conducted	
   by	
   a	
   competent	
   professional	
  
trained	
  in	
  assessing	
  cargo	
  manifests,	
  frequency,	
  speed,	
  and	
  schedule	
  of	
  railroad	
  traffic,	
  grade,	
  curves,	
  type	
  
and	
  condition	
  of	
  track,	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  sound	
  or	
  safety	
  barriers,	
  need	
  for	
  pedestrian	
  and	
  vehicle	
  safeguards	
  
at	
  railroad	
  crossings,	
  derailment	
  risk,	
  EMF	
  exposure,	
  presence	
  of	
  high	
  pressure	
  gas	
  lines	
  near	
  the	
  tracks	
  
that	
  could	
  rupture	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  a	
  derailment,	
  and	
  preparation	
  of	
  an	
  evacuation	
  plan.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  
analysis,	
   possible	
  mitigation	
  measures	
   addressing	
   air	
   quality,	
   noise	
   including	
  but	
  not	
   limited	
   to	
   sound	
  
pressure	
  level	
  and	
  ground	
  vibration	
  must	
  be	
  identified.	
  	
  Mitigation	
  measures	
  could	
  include	
  noise	
  barriers,	
  
sound	
  walls,	
   screening	
  material	
   shielding	
   and	
   vibration-­‐dampening	
   design	
   features.	
   	
   Investigations	
   of	
  
this	
   type	
   are	
   necessary	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   provide	
   recommendations	
   pertinent	
   to	
   suitable	
   site	
   development	
  
which	
  are	
  a	
  required	
  element	
  to	
  insure	
  the	
  ultimate	
  structural	
  integrity	
  and	
  student	
  safety	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  
project	
   consistent	
   with	
   California	
   Department	
   of	
   Education	
   and	
   Education	
   Code	
   17213	
   et.seq.,	
   Public	
  
Resource	
  Code	
  21151.8	
  and	
  California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations	
  (CCR),	
  Title	
  5,	
  Section	
  14010(d).	
  	
  	
  

The	
  District	
  expects	
  that	
  California	
  High-­‐Speed	
  Rail	
  Authority	
  will	
  be	
  financially	
  responsible	
  for	
  all	
  costs	
  
associated	
   with	
   preparing	
   the	
   RSS.	
   	
   Furthermore,	
   the	
   District	
   expects	
   that	
   California	
   High-­‐Speed	
   Rail	
  
Authority	
   will	
   pay	
   for	
   all	
   recommended	
   mitigations	
   necessary	
   to	
   protect	
   the	
   health	
   and	
   safety	
   of	
  
students,	
  staff	
  and	
  the	
  related	
  school	
  community.	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  aforementioned	
  concerns	
  relating	
  specifically	
  to	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  our	
  current	
  and	
  
proposed	
  schools,	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  holds	
  additional	
  concerns	
  for	
  the	
  greater	
  community.	
  It	
  is	
  for	
  the	
  
reasons	
  listed	
  below	
  that	
  all	
  potential	
  impacts	
  must	
  be	
  thoroughly	
  evaluated	
  and	
  appropriately	
  
mitigated.

• The	
  law,	
  sound	
  public	
  policy,	
  and	
  sound	
  governance	
  dictate	
  that	
  with	
  a	
  project	
  of	
  this	
  far	
  reaching	
  
scope	
  and	
  nature,	
  that	
  care,	
  study,	
  consideration,	
  and	
  due	
  diligence	
  must	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  planning
and	
  engineering	
  of	
  a	
  high	
  speed	
  rail	
  system	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  one	
  being	
  proposed.	
   	
  It	
  is	
  our	
  belief	
  that
not	
  nearly	
  enough	
  study	
  and	
  consideration	
  have	
  gone	
  into	
  what	
  impact	
  that	
  such	
  a	
  rail	
  system	
  is	
  
going	
  to	
  have	
  on	
  the	
  Acton	
  community.

• The	
  School	
  Board	
  must	
  be	
  mindful	
  of	
  issues	
  that	
  extend	
  beyond	
  the	
  mere	
  statutory	
  and	
  regulatory	
  
issues	
   associated	
  with	
   the	
   schools	
   themselves,	
   and	
  must	
   look	
   at	
   the	
   how	
   the	
   rail	
   project	
   could	
  
potentially	
  affect	
  the	
  way	
  parents	
  and	
  children	
  perceive	
  our	
  schools.

• In	
   all	
   likelihood,	
   parental	
   and	
   student	
   perception	
   about	
   the	
   safety	
   and	
   the	
   physical	
   educational	
  
environment	
  will	
  be	
   impacted	
   in	
  regard	
  to	
  Vasquez	
  High	
  School	
  and	
  High	
  Desert	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
The	
   probable	
   and	
   even	
   imminent	
   outcomes	
  will	
   be	
   the	
   loss	
   of	
   enrollment	
   at	
   these	
   schools	
   and	
  
corresponding	
   reduction	
   in	
   state	
   funds	
   to	
   the	
   District;	
   thus	
   resulting	
   in	
   a	
   compromising	
   of	
   the	
  
District’s	
  ability	
   to	
  provide	
   the	
   funding	
  necessary	
   to	
  support	
  quality	
  education	
  across	
   the	
  broad	
  
spectrum	
  of	
  the	
  District.

• The	
  mere	
  length,	
  height	
  and	
  overall	
  scope	
  of	
  the	
  rail	
  system,	
  to	
  include	
  the	
  sound	
  generation	
  and	
  
air	
   displacement	
   by	
   it	
   will	
   undoubtedly	
   change	
   the	
   community’s	
   Master	
   Plan.	
   The	
   future	
  
development	
  in	
  Acton	
  will	
  be	
  changed	
  permanently	
  and	
  will	
  severely	
  alter	
  the	
  ability	
  of	
  the	
  School
District	
   to	
   study	
   and	
   determine	
  what	
   the	
   future	
   student	
   population	
  will	
   be.	
   	
   It	
   will	
   render	
   the	
  
School	
  District’s	
  own	
  Master	
  Plan	
  as	
  null	
  and	
  void.	
  

• Already,	
  the	
  District	
  has	
  received	
  information	
  that	
  one	
  residential	
  developer	
  is	
  altering	
  a	
  plan	
  to	
  
develop	
  residential	
  homes	
  along	
  the	
  Antelope	
  Freeway	
  corridor	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  paths	
  of	
  the	
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rail	
  line.	
   	
  With	
  a	
  rail	
  line	
  slated	
  to	
  rise	
  thirty	
  five	
  to	
  forty	
  five	
  feet	
  into	
  the	
  air	
  in	
  some	
  places,	
  no	
  
residential	
  developer	
  will	
  follow	
  through	
  with	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  new	
  homes	
  along	
  this	
  elevated	
  
train	
  corridor.	
  	
  A	
  loss	
  of	
  new	
  housing	
  development,	
  as	
  stated	
  prior,	
  will	
  severely	
  alter	
  the	
  School	
  
District’s	
  own	
  Master	
  Plan.	
  

It	
   is	
   important	
   to	
   note	
   that	
   in	
   addition	
   to	
   the	
   California	
   Education	
   Code	
   and	
   the	
   California	
   Code	
   of	
  
Regulation	
  statutes	
  cited	
  above,	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  is	
  in	
  full	
  agreement	
  and	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  Acton	
  Town	
  
Council’s	
   concerns	
   as	
   enumerated	
   in	
   their	
   own	
   letter	
   of	
   objections	
   as	
   it	
   relates	
   to	
   the	
   California	
  
Environmental	
   Quality	
   Act	
   (CEQA)	
   and	
   the	
   violation	
   of	
   the	
   Acton	
   Community	
   Standards	
   District.
Additional	
   proposals	
   have	
   been	
   provided	
   to	
   the	
   Los	
   Angeles	
   to	
   Palmdale	
   route	
   that	
   we	
   believe	
   will	
  
mitigate	
   the	
   impact	
   on	
   our	
   community	
   and	
  we	
  urge	
   the	
  Rail	
   Authority	
   to	
   exercise	
   proper	
   diligence	
   in	
  
viewing	
  these	
  alternatives. 	
  

We	
   appreciate	
   the	
   opportunity	
   to	
   express	
   our	
   concerns	
   and	
  would	
   like	
   to	
   continue	
   our	
   dialogue	
  with	
  
both	
  the	
  High	
  Speed	
  Rail	
  Authority	
  and	
  County	
  Supervisor	
  Michael	
  Antonovich.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  extremely	
  important	
  
these	
  issues	
  are	
  addressed	
  in	
  a	
  timely	
  manner	
  and	
  strongly	
  considered	
  prior	
  to	
  implementation	
  or	
  HSR	
  
board	
  approval. 	
  

Sincerely,	
  

Brent	
  Woodard	
  Ph.D.	
  	
   Mark	
  Distaso	
  
AADUSD	
  Superintendent	
   AADUSD	
  Board	
  President	
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Ann Masterson 9906 Wornom Ave. Shadow Hil ls,  CA 91040 

Mark A. McLoughlin, Director of Environmental Services 
ATTN: PALMDALE TO BURBANK PROJECT SECTION  
California High Speed Rail Authority Southern California Regional Office 
 700 N. Alameda, Room 3-532 
 LA, CA 90012  

Re: High Speed Rail/Palmdale to Burbank 

Dear Mr. McLoughlin/Palmdale-Burbank HSR, 

It is with great bewilderment and distain that I am needing to use my valuable time to 
write this letter regarding the egregious proposal of Shadow Hills being anywhere near a
proposed option for an Alternative Corridor route for this HSR project. 

Shadow Hills is one of the last dedicated Equestrian areas remaining in Los Angeles.
We, as a unified community, are committed to preserving a rural lifestyle. We have 
fought, and will continue to fight for, our Open Spaces to stay open, our wildlife corridors 
to remain intact; serving as a safe habitat for the myriad of non-human creatures who are
a vital part of our eco-system, and our unique, rural properties which support the values 
and animals we care for, embodying the lifestyle we have chosen to create in Shadow 
Hills. 

I am not sure how, or by whom, the preposterous idea got to the table in the first place, 
of Shadow Hills being a viable alternative for this project to commence, clearly it is 
motivated by something other than common sense or rationality. Desperation to appease 
corporate interest(s) perhaps? It most certainly is not with any consideration towards the 
greatest good for the hard-working, tax-paying, voting citizen’s of Shadow Hills, or those 
who enjoy visiting our beautiful open spaces!  I am well beyond confidant that the true 
bottom line and motivation WILL surface; I look forward to assisting this action.  

I demand that this alternative route be permanently eliminated from consideration. As a 
community, we the people of Shadow Hills, will not back down from any challenge or 
proposal, instigated by any person, corporation or Governmental agency, which is not in 
alignment with our values or threatens our preservation of lifestyle in our beautiful and 
cherished area of Shadow Hills! 

Sincerely, 

Ann Masterson 
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Palmdale to Burbank Section~ CALIFORNIA High-Speed Rail Authority Scoping Comment Card 


NA M E: '- ILLI IJ t-l 
 DATE : A u 6-- 2 ii, LLJ /'( 

ME ET I NG LOCATION: AFF I LI AT ION: 

EMAI L: PHONE :ADDRESS : (I Lj 00 

CITY: 5u ~ l- /'t V P STATE : C-/r ZI P: 7/ 0 yo - Z c y J-" 

WOULD YOU LI KE TO BE ADD ED TO O UR MA I LING L I ST? " (C heck all tim apply) STAT EWIDE ~MDAL E TO BURB ANK 


"NOT E: T hi s docs not substi tute for fo mlll rcqll csr to rece ive lega l no t ices. 
 BURBANK TO LOS AN Gel ES 

PLEASE LI ST THE ENVIRONMENTA L ISSUES THA T YOU ARE CON CERNED WIT H AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE ADDRESSED IN THE PALMDA LE TO 
BURBANK PROJECT LEVE L ENV I RONMENTAL DO CUMEN T. PLEASE BE AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE . 

V-Jr <...1)(_ I f'e 
~I/\-T (w \4 () L( . t: I? ~e.cT ~ 
US~p 

~ '1?.f..,;.n?-rIUR 

L. 

o An un 

THANK YOU FOR YO UR PARTICIPATION I N TH I S I MP O RTA NT PR oc ES S. 

PLE AS E SUBMIT YOU R SCOP IN G COMMEN T FORM AT THE SIGN· IN T ABLE OR MA I L THI S PR E·ADD RESSED FORM . 


YOU MAY A LSO SUB M IT IT VIA EMAil T O:palmda l e_ burbank@hsr .c a .g ov. 

All SCO PIN G COMMEN TS FOR TH E PA LMDAL E TO BURBANK PRO JEC T SECTI ON M US T BE SUBMITTED BY A UG. 31, 2014 . 
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All public scoping comments for the 
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section 
must be submitted by August 31, 2014. 
Please submit comments: 

By Mail: 
." 

Mark A. McLoughlin 

Director of Environmental Services 


Attention: Palmdale to Burbank Section 

Project Level EIR/EIS 


California High-Speed Rail Authority 

700 North Alameda Street, Room 3-532 


Los Angeles, CA 90012 


By E-Mail: 

a mdale_burbank@hsr,ca,gov 
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Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #675 DETAIL
Status : Pending
Record Date : 9/3/2014
Response Requested :
Submission Date : 8/24/2014
Affiliation Type : Individual
Interest As : Individual
Submission Method : Project Email
First Name : Bryan
Last Name : Theis
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City :
State : CA
Zip Code : 00000
Telephone :
Email : bryanbuzz@gmail.com
Cell Phone :
Email Subscription :
Add to Mailing List :
Stakeholder Comments/Issues : Dear California HSR Authority:

I write today in strong support of the newly proposed tunnel in the
Palmdale to Burbank project section of the California High-Speed Rail
project.  (I am a resident of Los Angeles, California, and an active voter
and follower of this project statewide.)

The proposed tunnel would shorten the route for the entire rail project and
bypass sensitive areas and communities along the 14 Freeway.  As an avid
environmentalist and user of the Angeles National Forest, I believe that
the high-speed rail project is important enough to justify the intrusion
into the mountains that the tunnel would cause.

Please continue to support decisions that build this crucial project along
the most efficient route from an operational standpoint.

Yours very truly,

Bryan K. Theis
EIR/EIS Comment : Yes
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