














Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Comment Letter LO26 - Continued

the potential compatibility of proposed high speed train operations with Caltrain
operations in the Corridor (i.e., shared use).

Staff of the PCIPB and staff of the CHSRA shall each prepare a draft assessment
of the equipment and facilities compatibility potential for the possible joint use of
the Corridor, After staff of each agency has independently made a draft
assessment, staff representatives from each agency will meet to discuss their
respective draft assessments, and to commence preparation of a draft joint
assessment of compatibility.

After the preparation of the draft assessments by staff of each party, the parties
will work together to identify and evaluate potential strategies and potential
modifications which could be used or pursued in order to address limitations or
constraints on the potential for shared use of the Corridor, including issues that
may involve a third party, such as a freight railroad or a governmental agency.

D. Service Level Compatibility

L

The PCJPB is preparing a Strategic Plan for Caltrain to identify desired
improvements to Caltrain. The PCIPB plans to include in its Strategic Plan an

option which would incarporate a proposed High Speed Rail service in the
Corridor.

The CHSRA will provide to the PCJPB detailed information describing the
proposed HSR service in the PCIPB corridor, anticipated operating speeds and
potential location of conceptual HSR stations, from the evaluation of potential
shared use of the Corridor as an alternative in the Program EIR/EIS.

The PCIPB will review the proposed level of HSR service evaluated as an
alternative in the Program EIR/ELS for the PCTPB’s corridor in order to identify
anticipated services coordination issues which may be related to putsuing such an
alternative. For those Jocations which could potentially accommodate HSR
service, the PCIPB will identify the potential facility improvements and
madifications which may be necessary for or could facilitate such service, and

will provide a description of these potential facility changes to the CHSRA for
review and comment.

E. Shared Corridor Requirements

1.

Based upon the joint assessment of compatibility and the identification of
potential modifications to enhance shared use opportunities, as described in the
preceding two sections, the PCJPB in cooperation with the CHSRA will prepare a

proposed Shared Corridor Plan which contains a draft complementary operating
strategy or strategies.

A preliminary cost estimate for identified possible Corridor modifications will be
prepared by the PCIPB and submitted to the CHSRA for review and comments.

The proposed Shared Corridor Plan will be submitted to the PCJPB and CHSRA
for review and comment. The parties snticipate that the necessary approvals for,
and the future use of, a Shared Corridor Plan will be addressed in a futare MOU
or in future amendments to this MOU,

Shared Corridor Agreement

1

The parties agree that any future implementation of the Shared Corridor Concept,
if decisions were to be made after the completion of the Final Program BIR/EIS to
go forward with the development of a proposed high speed train system and to
vursue the Shared Corridar alternative. wanld reauire the nrenaration of a
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Comment Letter LO26 - Continued

RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 46

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SAN MATEO COUNTY TRANSIT DISTRICT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ok ok

SUPPORT OF HIGH SPEED RAIL

WHEREAS, A decision is imminent concerning the final alignment of High
Speed Rail from the Central Valley to the Bay Area; and

'WHEREAS, the High Speed Rail project and the Pacheco Pass alignment present
opportunities for growth and enhancement of Caltrain rail service in an expedited manner

if the Peninsula rail corridor is an integral part of the High Speed Rail system; and

WHEREAS, such opportunities for growth and enhancement of the Caltrain
service are of direct benefit to the citizens and taxpayers of San Mateo County and the

express goals of the San Mateo County Transit District (“SamTrans”); and

‘WHEREAS, the Pacheco Pass option will more effectively link California’s
major airports in San Francisco, San Jose and Los Angeles, fulfilling one of the primary
purposes of the project; and

WHEREAS, it is critical at this time that public and political support for High
Speed Rail be promulgated, and that such support lead to the placement on the November
2008 ballot of the bond measure that would finance the High Speed Rail project.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the San
Mateo County Transit District expresses its strong support for the Pacheco Pass

alignment for High Speed Rail; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SamTrans strongly urges the Legislature
and the Governor to fully fund the California High Speed Rail Authority so that it can
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continue the essential planning work for this critical project that will have significant

benefits to the residents of California; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SamTrans urges the Legislature and the
Governor to place on the November 2008 ballot a bond measure to fund development and

construction of the High Speed Rail project.

Regularly passed and adopted this 12th day of September 2007 by the following vote:

AYES: GUILBAULT, HARTNETT, HILL, LLOYD, MATSUMOTO, TISSIER,
HERSHMAN

NOES: NONE

ABSENT: HARRIS, KERSTEEN-TU)‘}KER
!

el

Chair, Bodrd of Difkctors

TTEST:

District Secretary U
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Comment Letter LO26 - Continued

RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 18

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SAN MATEO COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

ok %

SUPPORT OF HIGH SPEED RAIL,

WHEREAS, A decision is imminent concerring the final alignment of High
Speed Rail from the Central Valley to the Bay Area; and

WHEREAS, the High Speed Rail project and the Pacheco Pass alignment present
opportunities for growth and enhancement of Caltrain rail service in an expedited manner

if the Peninsula rail corridor is an integral part of the High Speed Rail system; and

WHEREAS, such opportunities for growth and enhancement of the Caltrain
service are of direct benefit to the citizens and taxpayers of San Mateo County and the

express goals of the San Mateo County Transportation Authority; and

WHEREAS, the Pacheco Pass option will more effectively link California’s
major airports in San Francisco, San Jose and Los Angeles, fulfilling one of the primary

purposes of the project; and

WHEREAS, it is critical at this time that public and political support for High
Speed Rail be promulgated, and that such support lead to the placement on the November
2008 ballot of the bond measure that would finance the High Speed Rail project.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the San
Mateo County Transportation Authority (“Authority”) expresses its strong support for the

Pacheco Pass alignment for High Speed Rail; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Authority strongly urges the
Legislature and the Governor to fully fund the California High Speed Rail Authority so

Page 1 of 2

that it can continue the essential planning work for this critical project that will have

significant benefits to the residents of California; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Authority urges the Legislature and the
Governor to place on the November 2008 ballot a bond measure to fund development and

construction of the High Speed Rail project.

- Regularly passed and adopted this 6th day of September 2007 by the following vote:

AYES: CHURCH, FERNEKES, GORDON, HERSHMAN, LEF, O'MAHONY,
FOUST

NOES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

Chair, Transpoxtation Authority

ATTEST:

flates

Authority Secretary
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Response to Letter LO26 (Michael J. Scanlon, Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board, October 25, 2007)

LO26-1

As recommended by this letter from the Caltrain JPB, the TA, and
SamTrans, the Preferred Alternative identified in this Final Program
EIS/EIR is the Pacheco Pass Alternative using the Caltrain Corridor.
The reasons provided in this letter were among the reasons for its
identification as preferred. The existing rail right-of-way, the
proposed Caltrain Corridor electrification, and the opportunity for
shared use of the corridor to provide complementary and integrated
local, commuter, and statewide rail service options were critical
reasons for identification of the Preferred Alternative.

The Memorandum of Understanding between Caltrain and the
Authority provides a framework for future coordination during the
preliminary engineering and project-level environmental review
phase of the HST project.

Please also refer to Standard Response 3 regarding the identification
of the Pacheco Pass as the Preferred Alternative.

LO26-2

The Diesel Dumbarton service would not be compatible with the
EMU and HST operations on the Caltrain Corridor because of the
inferior acceleration and deceleration capabilities of the diesel-hauled
trainsets. Given the high density of the train operations (number of
trains running on the corridor per hour) on the Caltrain Corridor, a
diesel-hauled train set could have adverse impacts on train
schedules and reliability.

While a refurbished Dumbarton Bridge could perhaps handle mixed
traffic of high-speed and conventional trainsets, there are major
limiting factors to using the existing or refurbished swing bridges.
The use of a swing bridge over a navigable waterway would result in
delays for the HST service because the bridge would have to be
opened for passing boat traffic. See also Response to Comment
0007-22.

LO26-3
Please see Response to Comment L026-1.

LO26-4

The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the
Caltrain JPB, the TA, and SamTrans on the Draft Program EIR/EIS
and the contact information.
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Comment Letter LO27 (Wendie Rooney, City of Gilroy, Community Development Department, October 24, 2007)

City of Gilroy

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPA
7351 Rosanna Street, Gilroy, CA 95020

Planning Division
Engineering Division

RECFEFIVED
0CT 2 6 2007

(408) 846-0440 FAX:(408) 846-0429
(408) 846-0450 FAX: (408) 846-0429

Building, Life & Environmental Safety Division ~ (408) 846-0430 FAX:(408) 846-0429

Housing & Community Devel it
October 24,2007 ' *°"9 1y bevelopmen

California High-Speed Rail Authority
925 L Street, Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: California High-Speed Train Program Draft EIR/EIS
City of Gilroy review comments

Thank you for including the City of Gilroy in the environmental review process for the High-
Speed Train (HST) project. The City of Gilroy staff are recommending to the City Council
support for the Pacheco Pass via Gilroy alignment for the High-Speed Train alternative. The
City of Gilroy staff believes that there are opportunities for the City and the California High
Speed Rail Authority to work cooperatively for a project that is mutually beneficial.

A new High-Speed Train station could be built in the downtown area, such as the old train yard
adjacent to the Caltrain Station, the Sig Sanchez Building area or the old Indian Motorcycle
Headquarters. This area has good access to the downtown, the Caltrain station and US 101 and
SR 152 via 10" Street. An alternative site on the east side of US 101 in Gilroy also offers good
potential for a High-Speed Train Station. The City of Gilroy has initiated a Specific Plan study
for the East Side of Gilroy and at this point could easily make a High-Speed Train Station an
integral transportation component for the Specific Plan. The proposed land use designation
inctudes transit facilities to address the potential for a train station and other multi-modal
facilities.

‘We have reviewed the Draft EIR/EIS and have the following comments.

L. Itis the City of Gilroy’s understanding that if the Pacheco Pass alternative is selected for
the High-Speed Train, subsequent multimodal access and circulation studies would be
conducted at proposed station areas as plans.for alignments (vertical and horizontal),
stations, and operations are refined. Additional environmental analysis would be
required in conjunction with these studies to ascertain the exact locations of potential
project-generated traffic impacts and potential parking demand impacts. .Station area
circulation studies would be expected as part of project-level environmental document.

C:\Documents and Settings\dflemmer\Desktop\California High Speed Train - Authority letter.doc
“First In Service to the Community”

(408) 846-0290 FAX: (408) 846-0429

L 027

1.027-1

L0272

1.027-3

2. The City of Gilroy has a concern about the potentially significant impact the project may
have to traffic volume and congestion. In order to adequately address our concerns
regarding the High Speed Train Project via the Pacheco Pass, we recommend a specific
project traffic impact analysis be prepared. The traffic impact analysis should include,
but not be limited to the following:

a. Information on the project’s traffic impact in terms of trip generation, distribution,
and assignment for the train station in Gilroy. The assumptions and methodologies
used in compiling this information should be addressed.

b. Current Average Daily Traffic (ADT) and AM and PM peak hour volumes on all
significantly affected streets and intersections, highway segments and freeway ramps,
for the Gilroy train station and elevated rail section through the City.

c. Schematic illustrations of traffic conditions for: 1) existing, 2) existing plus
background traffic, 3) existing plus background traffic plus train station project, and
cumulative impact for intersections in the train station and elevated grade crossing
locations.

d. Calculation of cumulative traffic volumes should consider all traffic-generating
developments, both existing and future, that would affect the roadways being
evaluated. The City of Gilroy has a development project list.

e. A detailed parking analysis must be prepared that identifies the existing parking
condition around the proposed train station and the project level demand for parking
for the HST station. Reasonable walking distances must be assumed for the
construction of new parking facilities so that residential neighborhoods are not
impacted.

3. The City has a concern about the potentially significant impact the project may have to
noise and vibration issues.

a. The project-level EIR will have to address the impacts of noise and vibrations to
existing buildings and residences in Gilroy, and will have to mitigate noise levels to
meet Gilroy's noise standards. In addition, special studies may be required to
determine that impact of the trains' vibrations on unreinforced masonry structures
downtown.

4. The City has a concern about the potentially significant impact the project may have

¢ City has a concern about the pote! y significa; mpact the proje

during construction of the HST train station and a proposed elevated track.

a. The construction of a train station and elevated train tracks will cause traffic
circulation problems during the construction phase. The construction phase needs to
be reviewed in the environmental document and mitigation measures for handling
traffic disruption identified.

C:\Documents and Settings\dflemmen\Desktop\California High Speed Train - Authority letter.doc

1.027-3
Cont.

L0274

L027-5
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Comment Letter LO27 - Continued

L027-5

b. Noise and vibration issues are also a major concern for the Downtown area during Cont
on

construction. The construction impacts must be reviewed and mitigated.

L027-6

If you have any questions concerning information in this letter, please contact Don Dey, City
Transportation Engineer at (408) 846-0451.

Sincerely,
Jinda /700/;&

‘Wendie Rooney
Community Development Director

Dd:ct
Cc:  Jay Baksa, City Administrator

Rick Smelser, City Engineer
Don Dey, City Transportation Engineer

C:\Documents and Settings\dflemmer\Desktop\Catifornia High Speed Train - Authority letter.doc !
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS

Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Response to Letter LO27 (Wendie Rooney, City of Gilroy, Community Development Department, October 24, 2007)

LO27-1

The Authority and FRA acknowledge receipt of the comments on the
Draft Program EIR/EIS from the City of Gilroy and appreciate the
opportunity to use the Gilroy City facilities for a public hearing on
this document.

The Preferred Alternative identified in this Final Program EIR/EIS is
the Pacheco Pass Alignment, which is consistent with the City of
Gilroy’s staff recommendation. The Authority anticipates future
coordination with the City of Gilroy during the preliminary
engineering and project-level environmental review phase, which will
provide the opportunity to work cooperatively for a project that is
mutually beneficial to the HST project and the City of Gilroy.

Please also refer to Standard Response 3 regarding the identification
of the Pacheco Pass as the Preferred Alternative.

LO27-2

The Authority and FRA appreciate and welcome the City of Gilroy’s
input into the ultimate location for an HST station in Gilroy. The
preliminary engineering and project-level environmental review
process will allow for a more detailed review of alignment and
station location design options. The Authority and FRA look forward
to reviewing these options with the City of Gilroy during this phase
of the HST project and appreciate the City of Gilroy’s initiation of
related studies and plans.

LO27-3

Comment acknowledged. These concerns will be addressed as part
of future project-level analysis.

As assumed in the comment, project-specific analyses of circulation,
traffic, and parking would be conducted in the project-level EIS/EIR
for the Gilroy station area, access roads, and other facilities that

might be affected by the proposed HST station. These analyses will

address the elements of the traffic impact analysis suggested in the
comment.

LO27-4

Comment acknowledged. These issues will be addressed in the
project-level EIR/EIS.

LO27-5

Comment acknowledged. These issues will be addressed at the
project-level EIR/EIS.

LO27-6

The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the City
of Gilroy on the Draft Program EIR/EIS and the contact information.
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to Comments from Local Organizations
Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response
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Comment Letter LO28 (Dorothy W. Dugger, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District, October 25, 2007)

NO 1218 P T T T
NOTZ1E P OCT. 26. 2007 1:47PM |

UVl L0 LUV s BART SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT DISTRICT
Lo028 300 Lakeside Drive, P0. Box 12688

Oakland, CA 94604-2688

(510) 464-5000

RECEIVED
0CT 2 6 2007

2007

October 25, 2007
Lynsrt; Tsweut Mehdi Morshed, Executive Director i
PRESIE California High-Speed Rail Authority |
Gl Murray 925 L Street, Suite 1425 '
‘VICE PAESMENT

Sacramento, CA 95814
TVED

0CT 2 6 2007

Dorothy W, Dugger
GENGAAL MANAGER

Re: Draft Bay Area to Central Valley High-Speed Train (HST) Program EIR/EIS

4 "
DIRECTORS Dear Mr. é%[@é\iib

300 Lakeside Drive, 16® Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Telephone; (510) 2874702 Sl My Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Bay Area to Central Valley High-
FAX: (510) 464-7673 . Joel Keller Speed Train (HST) Program EIR/EIS, Hig]l-?peedlrail would provide BART ridets with L.028-1
N0 DISTRIET unprecedented access to statewide destinations in the Ceniral Valley and Southern
L%% — Bab Franklin California. Depending upon the project altemative and phasing, BART could interface
| 300 DISTRIGT with high-speed rail in several locations including West Oakland, San Francisco,
Carole Ward Allen Millbrae, Union City, San Jose and Livermore.
FAX TRANSMITTAL et
Zoyd Luce The purpose of this letter is to better clarify BART’s position relating to the proposed
. o "'9'“";’ y distribution of funds in the planned November 2008 High-Speed Rail Bond Measure.
Thatmas M. Blalock According to the presentation that was siven to the Metropolitan Transportation
Date: 10/26/07 : smoser Commission (MTC)pll;lanning Committes on October 12, 2007, e bond would allocste
To: Mehdi Morshed’ CHSRA FAX #: 916-322-0827 Lynette Suset $285 million to BART as “supporting rail infrastructure We ask that BART’s potential
Jsmes Fang shate of the bond money be not solely focused on system expansion, but also be used to 1.028-2
. aTH DsTRICT address system capacity and renovation needs such as station enhancements and new
Number of pages, INCLUDING this cover sheet: 2 Tom Ratulosich vehicles (it is our understanding that the bond’s legislation currently specifios such o
STHDISTRIET mandate), We ask for the California High Speed Rail Authority to maintai this course in
. the future since BART is the backbone of the regional rail system and will likely be
] capacity- ined at certain locati (with or without high-speed rail . BART
Comments: Draft Bay Area to Central Valley HST Program : requirg flexibility to not only make sﬁate(gic comnections to agh future high)speed rail
EISIE IR system, but also to be best equipped to absorb any system/ridership impacts from high-
speed rail,

We look forward to continuing to work closely with the California High Speed Rail
Authority on implementing the vision contajned in the San Francisco Bay Area Regional
Rail Plan. If you have any questions concerning this request, please contact the BART
Depariment Manager of Planning, Marianne Paype, at (510) 464-6140. Thank you for !
your consideration of this request. . i

L028-3

Hardcopy to follow by mail, ¥f you had problems receiving this fax, please call (510) 287-4702.
Thank you,
General Manager
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District !
<
& ’_\
m‘ ’ Ce: BART Executive Managers
. 4 Steve Heminger, Metropolitan Transportation Commission
S
YEARS'
www.hart.gov
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Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments from Local Organizations

Response to Letter LO28 (Dorothy W. Dugger, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District, October 25, 2007)

LO28-1

The Authority and FRA acknowledge receipt of the comments on the
Draft Program EIR/EIS from the BART District. Good intermodal
connections between HST and other transit systems such as BART
are an important component of the proposed HST system.

LO28-2

The Authority and FRA agree that BART should have the flexibility to
use HST bond funds in a manner that best serves the needs of
BART.

The current state bond measure (SB 1856) states that funds to be
allocated to:

eligible recipients for capital improvements to intercity and
commuter rail lines and urban rail systems...shall be used for
connectivity with the high-speed train system or for
rehabilitation or modernization of, or safety improvements to,
track utilized for public passenger rail service, signals,
structures, facilities, and rolling stock. (SB 1856, Section
2704.095).

This section also states that:

The California Transportation Commission shall allocate the
available funds to eligible recipients consistent with this
section and shall develop guidelines to implement the
requirements of this section.

LO28-3

The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the
BART District on the Draft Program EIR/EIS and the contact
information.
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