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Comment Letter L026 - Continued 

 



Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments from Local Organizations 

 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page 22-117

 

Comment Letter L026 - Continued 

 



Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments from Local Organizations 

 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page 22-118

 

Comment Letter L026 - Continued 

 



Bay Area to Central Valley HST Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments from Local Organizations 

 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page 22-119

 

Response to Letter L026 (Michael J. Scanlon, Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board, October 25, 2007) 

L026-1 
As recommended by this letter from the Caltrain JPB, the TA, and 
SamTrans, the Preferred Alternative identified in this Final Program 
EIS/EIR is the Pacheco Pass Alternative using the Caltrain Corridor.  
The reasons provided in this letter were among the reasons for its 
identification as preferred.  The existing rail right-of-way, the 
proposed Caltrain Corridor electrification, and the opportunity for 
shared use of the corridor to provide complementary and integrated 
local, commuter, and statewide rail service options were critical 
reasons for identification of the Preferred Alternative. 

The Memorandum of Understanding between Caltrain and the 
Authority provides a framework for future coordination during the 
preliminary engineering and project-level environmental review 
phase of the HST project. 

Please also refer to Standard Response 3 regarding the identification 
of the Pacheco Pass as the Preferred Alternative. 

L026-2 
The Diesel Dumbarton service would not be compatible with the 
EMU and HST operations on the Caltrain Corridor because of the 
inferior acceleration and deceleration capabilities of the diesel-hauled 
trainsets.  Given the high density of the train operations (number of 
trains running on the corridor per hour) on the Caltrain Corridor, a 
diesel-hauled train set could have adverse impacts on train 
schedules and reliability.   

While a refurbished Dumbarton Bridge could perhaps handle mixed 
traffic of high-speed and conventional trainsets, there are major 
limiting factors to using the existing or refurbished swing bridges.  
The use of a swing bridge over a navigable waterway would result in 
delays for the HST service because the bridge would have to be 
opened for passing boat traffic.  See also Response to Comment 
O007-22. 

L026-3 
Please see Response to Comment L026-1. 

L026-4 
The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the 
Caltrain JPB, the TA, and SamTrans on the Draft Program EIR/EIS 
and the contact information. 
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Comment Letter L027 (Wendie Rooney, City of Gilroy, Community Development Department, October 24, 2007) 
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Response to Letter L027 (Wendie Rooney, City of Gilroy, Community Development Department, October 24, 2007) 

L027-1 
The Authority and FRA acknowledge receipt of the comments on the 
Draft Program EIR/EIS from the City of Gilroy and appreciate the 
opportunity to use the Gilroy City facilities for a public hearing on 
this document.   

The Preferred Alternative identified in this Final Program EIR/EIS is 
the Pacheco Pass Alignment, which is consistent with the City of 
Gilroy’s staff recommendation.  The Authority anticipates future 
coordination with the City of Gilroy during the preliminary 
engineering and project-level environmental review phase, which will 
provide the opportunity to work cooperatively for a project that is 
mutually beneficial to the HST project and the City of Gilroy. 

Please also refer to Standard Response 3 regarding the identification 
of the Pacheco Pass as the Preferred Alternative. 

L027-2 
The Authority and FRA appreciate and welcome the City of Gilroy’s 
input into the ultimate location for an HST station in Gilroy.  The 
preliminary engineering and project-level environmental review 
process will allow for a more detailed review of alignment and 
station location design options.  The Authority and FRA look forward 
to reviewing these options with the City of Gilroy during this phase 
of the HST project and appreciate the City of Gilroy’s initiation of 
related studies and plans. 

L027-3 
Comment acknowledged.  These concerns will be addressed as part 
of future project-level analysis. 

As assumed in the comment, project-specific analyses of circulation, 
traffic, and parking would be conducted in the project-level EIS/EIR 
for the Gilroy station area, access roads, and other facilities that 
might be affected by the proposed HST station. These analyses will 

address the elements of the traffic impact analysis suggested in the 
comment. 

L027-4 
Comment acknowledged.  These issues will be addressed in the 
project-level EIR/EIS. 

L027-5 
Comment acknowledged.  These issues will be addressed at the 
project-level EIR/EIS. 

L027-6 
The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the City 
of Gilroy on the Draft Program EIR/EIS and the contact information.
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Comment Letter L028 (Dorothy W. Dugger, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District, October 25, 2007) 
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Response to Letter L028 (Dorothy W. Dugger, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District, October 25, 2007) 

L028-1 
The Authority and FRA acknowledge receipt of the comments on the 
Draft Program EIR/EIS from the BART District.  Good intermodal 
connections between HST and other transit systems such as BART 
are an important component of the proposed HST system. 

L028-2 
The Authority and FRA agree that BART should have the flexibility to 
use HST bond funds in a manner that best serves the needs of 
BART. 

The current state bond measure (SB 1856) states that funds to be 
allocated to: 

eligible recipients for capital improvements to intercity and 
commuter rail lines and urban rail systems…shall be used for 
connectivity with the high-speed train system or for 
rehabilitation or modernization of, or safety improvements to, 
track utilized for public passenger rail service, signals, 
structures, facilities, and rolling stock.  (SB 1856, Section 
2704.095).    

This section also states that: 

The California Transportation Commission shall allocate the 
available funds to eligible recipients consistent with this 
section and shall develop guidelines to implement the 
requirements of this section. 

L028-3 
The Authority and FRA appreciate receipt of comments from the 
BART District on the Draft Program EIR/EIS and the contact 
information. 




